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absence of meeting the provisions and 
requirements of this part. 

Subpart C—Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Planning and Program-
ming 

§ 450.300 Purpose. 
The purposes of this subpart are to 

implement the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 
134 and 49 U.S.C. 5303, as amended, 
which: 

(a) Sets forth the national policy 
that the MPO designated for each ur-
banized area is to carry out a con-
tinuing, cooperative, and comprehen-
sive multimodal transportation plan-
ning process, including the develop-
ment of a metropolitan transportation 
plan and a transportation improvement 
program (TIP), that encourages and 
promotes the safe and efficient devel-
opment, management, and operation of 
surface transportation systems to 
serve the mobility needs of people and 
freight (including accessible pedestrian 
walkways and bicycle transportation 
facilities) and foster economic growth 
and development, while minimizing 
transportation-related fuel consump-
tion and air pollution; and 

(b) Encourages continued develop-
ment and improvement of metropoli-
tan transportation planning processes 
guided by the planning factors set 
forth in 23 U.S.C. 134(h) and 49 U.S.C. 
5303(h). 

§ 450.302 Applicability. 
The provisions of this subpart are ap-

plicable to organizations and entities 
responsible for the transportation plan-
ning and programming processes in 
metropolitan planning areas. 

§ 450.304 Definitions. 
Except as otherwise provided in sub-

part A of this part, terms defined in 23 
U.S.C. 101(a) and 49 U.S.C. 5302 are used 
in this subpart as so defined. 

§ 450.306 Scope of the metropolitan 
transportation planning process. 

(a) The metropolitan transportation 
planning process shall be continuous, 
cooperative, and comprehensive, and 
provide for consideration and imple-
mentation of projects, strategies, and 

services that will address the following 
factors: 

(1) Support the economic vitality of 
the metropolitan area, especially by 
enabling global competitiveness, pro-
ductivity, and efficiency; 

(2) Increase the safety of the trans-
portation system for motorized and 
non-motorized users; 

(3) Increase the security of the trans-
portation system for motorized and 
non-motorized users; 

(4) Increase accessibility and mobil-
ity of people and freight; 

(5) Protect and enhance the environ-
ment, promote energy conservation, 
improve the quality of life, and pro-
mote consistency between transpor-
tation improvements and State and 
local planned growth and economic de-
velopment patterns; 

(6) Enhance the integration and 
connectivity of the transportation sys-
tem, across and between modes, for 
people and freight; 

(7) Promote efficient system manage-
ment and operation; and 

(8) Emphasize the preservation of the 
existing transportation system. 

(b) Consideration of the planning fac-
tors in paragraph (a) of this section 
shall be reflected, as appropriate, in 
the metropolitan transportation plan-
ning process. The degree of consider-
ation and analysis of the factors should 
be based on the scale and complexity of 
many issues, including transportation 
system development, land use, employ-
ment, economic development, human 
and natural environment, and housing 
and community development. 

(c) The failure to consider any factor 
specified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion shall not be reviewable by any 
court under title 23 U.S.C., 49 U.S.C. 
Chapter 53, subchapter II of title 5, 
U.S.C. Chapter 5, or title 5 U.S.C. Chap-
ter 7 in any matter affecting a metro-
politan transportation plan, TIP, a 
project or strategy, or the certification 
of a metropolitan transportation plan-
ning process. 

(d) The metropolitan transportation 
planning process shall be carried out in 
coordination with the statewide trans-
portation planning process required by 
23 U.S.C. 135 and 49 U.S.C. 5304. 

(e) In carrying out the metropolitan 
transportation planning process, 
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MPOs, States, and public transpor-
tation operators may apply asset man-
agement principles and techniques in 
establishing planning goals, defining 
TIP priorities, and assessing transpor-
tation investment decisions, including 
transportation system safety, oper-
ations, preservation, and maintenance, 
as well as strategies and policies to 
support homeland security and to safe-
guard the personal security of all mo-
torized and non-motorized users. 

(f) The metropolitan transportation 
planning process shall (to the max-
imum extent practicable) be consistent 
with the development of applicable re-
gional intelligent transportation sys-
tems (ITS) architectures, as defined in 
23 CFR part 940. 

(g) Preparation of the coordinated 
public transit-human services trans-
portation plan, as required by 49 U.S.C. 
5310, 5316, and 5317, should be coordi-
nated and consistent with the metro-
politan transportation planning proc-
ess. 

(h) The metropolitan transportation 
planning process should be consistent 
with the Strategic Highway Safety 
Plan, as specified in 23 U.S.C. 148, and 
other transit safety and security plan-
ning and review processes, plans, and 
programs, as appropriate. 

(i) The FHWA and the FTA shall des-
ignate as a transportation manage-
ment area (TMA) each urbanized area 
with a population of over 200,000 indi-
viduals, as defined by the Bureau of the 
Census. The FHWA and the FTA shall 
also designate any additional urbanized 
area as a TMA on the request of the 
Governor and the MPO designated for 
that area. 

(j) In an urbanized area not des-
ignated as a TMA that is an air quality 
attainment area, the MPO(s) may pro-
pose and submit to the FHWA and the 
FTA for approval a procedure for devel-
oping an abbreviated metropolitan 
transportation plan and TIP. In devel-
oping proposed simplified planning pro-
cedures, consideration shall be given to 
whether the abbreviated metropolitan 
transportation plan and TIP will 
achieve the purposes of 23 U.S.C. 134, 49 
U.S.C. 5303, and these regulations, tak-
ing into account the complexity of the 
transportation problems in the area. 
The simplified procedures shall be de-

veloped by the MPO in cooperation 
with the State(s) and public transpor-
tation operator(s). 

§ 450.308 Funding for transportation 
planning and unified planning 
work programs. 

(a) Funds provided under 23 U.S.C. 
104(f), 49 U.S.C. 5305(d), 49 U.S.C. 5307, 
and 49 U.S.C. 5339 are available to 
MPOs to accomplish activities in this 
subpart. At the State’s option, funds 
provided under 23 U.S.C. 104(b)(1) and 
(b)(3) and 23 U.S.C. 105 may also be pro-
vided to MPOs for metropolitan trans-
portation planning. In addition, an 
MPO serving an urbanized area with a 
population over 200,000, as designated 
by the Bureau of the Census, may at its 
discretion use funds sub-allocated 
under 23 U.S.C. 133(d)(3)(E) for metro-
politan transportation planning activi-
ties. 

(b) Metropolitan transportation plan-
ning activities performed with funds 
provided under title 23 U.S.C. and title 
49 U.S.C. Chapter 53 shall be docu-
mented in a unified planning work pro-
gram (UPWP) or simplified statement 
of work in accordance with the provi-
sions of this section and 23 CFR part 
420. 

(c) Except as provided in paragraph 
(d) of this section, each MPO, in co-
operation with the State(s) and public 
transportation operator(s), shall de-
velop a UPWP that includes a discus-
sion of the planning priorities facing 
the MPA. The UPWP shall identify 
work proposed for the next one- or two- 
year period by major activity and task 
(including activities that address the 
planning factors in § 450.306(a)), in suffi-
cient detail to indicate who (e.g., MPO, 
State, public transportation operator, 
local government, or consultant) will 
perform the work, the schedule for 
completing the work, the resulting 
products, the proposed funding by ac-
tivity/task, and a summary of the total 
amounts and sources of Federal and 
matching funds. 

(d) With the prior approval of the 
State and the FHWA and the FTA, an 
MPO in an area not designated as a 
TMA may prepare a simplified state-
ment of work, in cooperation with the 
State(s) and the public transportation 
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